P. Dionysia.
The Petition of Dionysia, Daughter of Chairemon

A Witness of Legal Plurality in Roman Egypt
P. Oxy. 11237 (after 27 June 186 CE)

text re-established by C Balamoshev, translation by the joint effort of OPUS 14 Team:

Alonso, Balamoshev, Urbanik, in minor parts following the translation of the original Editors!

1. The Petition of Dionysia, published by Grenfell and Hunt over 120 years ago (P. Oxy. II 237), is a
unique and primary witness of legal plurality in Roman Egypt. It reports a complex family dispute.
Even if prima facie the family accusations and pretentions contained in it seem to be full of empty
rhetoric and emotions (stubborn daughter, violence, inhumane law), we deal in fact with a skilful legal
argument of both parties, aided by citation of numerous previous judgments, opinions of learned
jurists and prefects’ edicts: all these spanning for over a century of the Roman rule. They weave a
textile of the law in Egypt giving a glimpse of how legal norms of heterogenous origins - the local
‘law of the Egyptians’, the laws of the Greek settlers and the Roman legal order - co-existed in Roman
Egypt, indirectly informing about the legal awareness of her inhabitants.

2. The affair deals practically with all aspects of law of persons: marriage, family structure, paternal
power, law of successions and regulations pertaining to the administration of the family estate as well
as to securing the interests of the wives and children. Even more importantly, it shows how and to
what extent Rome endorsed the legal norms and customs pre-existing in the newly acquired Land of
the Nile, which singularly presented them with a particularly well-developed administrative and legal
order, inherited over the centuries first from the pharaohs and then from the Graeco-Macedonian
rulers of the country. The Dionysia papyrus allows us thus to reconstruct the relation between laws
and the possible guidelines of the legal co-existence in Egypt.

I.CHRONOLOGY

1. Ca 180 CE: Fanfare: Dionysia’s given to Horion in Marriage

2. Prelude: the Loan(s) of Chairemon

3. 15 Act: Dispute I: Validity of Contracts and Katoche

+ Loan from Asklepiades 8 talents — Dionysia and her husband Horion allowed partial mortgage of
the property (probably on the mother’s estate)

« year 22nd (181/182 CE): agreement between Dionysia and her father to arrest managements of the
estate (col. Iv, 1. 4-5)

« Choregia mentioned for the year 23" (instead of payment? Chairemon freed from it?

« Year 23" (183/184 CE): the second homologia between Chairemon and Dionysia (Col. Iv, 1l. 12-18):
One talent was to be paid in the year 23

« Year 24th (183/184 CE): Asklepiades proceeds to execute from the mortgage Dionysia ‘constrained’
to allow further hypothecation of another part of the property, and to overtake the payments (col.
IV, LL. 21-22).

1 Full text, newly established text and commentary may be consulted at dionysia.wpia.uw.edu.pl. Prepared under the auspices
of the research financed by National Science Centre of the Republic of Poland (Narodowe Centrum Nauki, Opus 14, nr.
2017/27/B/HS3/01350: How to Apply Law in Egypt? A Practical Guide for the Roman Judge: A Case-study of P. Oxy. II 237 and
Other Papyrological Evidence on Legal Pluralism in the Roman Times).



+ Year 24th Dionysia allows to borrow 4 talents so money is repaid, the other 4 would be paid by
Dionysia from the proceeds of the estate? She should keep the estates until the repayment (col. Iv,
11. 26-29).

« Before the year 25th, Pachon 27 (22 May 185 CE): Chairemon’s 1st Petition to Longaeus Rufus
claiming things given to Dionysia, possibly also referring to her katoche, for that reason’ perhaps
claiming she has illegally got to possess his estate? or still undermining the katoche. (lying about it
all):

+ Year 25th, Pachon 27 (22 May 185 CE): Longaeus Rufus orders the case to be examined by the
strategos Isidoros.

+ Year 25th Dionysia’s Response to Longaeus Rufus (katoche involved the grandfather). Decisions of
Prefects mentioned, i. al. of Similis, and of archidikastes: marrying daughters should be provided
for, syngraphe of the mother as the source of katoche general laws on syngraphai. She appends as
well the abstracts of the contracts with the father.

« Praefect Rufus subscribes the petition ordering its examination by strategos

« Year 26th, Thoth (late Augustus/September 185 CE): Dionysia files the subscribed petition with
strategos

« ?7" Thoth Year 26™. Hearing before the strategos of Chairemon and Dionysia (col. v, I1. 8-19).

« Strategos Isidoros orders an equiry to the keepers

+ Confirmation of the katoche. Apographe of Chairemon of the 26th year evidencing the loans (col. v,
1l. 23-24).. The keepers send back a report to the strategos

+ Late December/January 185 CE: Strategos writes a report back to the new prefect, appending the
reports of the archive keepers (col. v, 1l. 27-28).

« Early year 186: Dionysia thus asks the prefect to have her rights confirmed in accordance of the
findings of the strategos

+ Pomponius Faustianus subscribes, petition filed to strategos to execute.

4. 2" Act: Dispute II: apospasis and bia

« Year 26th Pachon (April/May 186 CE): Chairemon’s 2" Petition. (col. V1, 1l. 12-19).

« Year 26th Pachon 30 (25 May 186 CE): Faustianus orders Isidoros to examine the case. (col. VI, 11. 32—
35).

« Year 26, 3rd Epeiph (27 June 186 CE): Chairemon’s 2"¢ Petition subscribed brought to Harpokration,
the royal scribe and acing strategos (col. V1, 1L. 36-38).

+ Hearing before Harpokration. Dionysia represented by her husband Horion.

« Harpokration orders payment of choregiai, upkeep of the katoche, yet finding no instruction on
apospasis refers that matter back to the praefect

« Dionysia’s petitions the praefect again.

II. TEXT

§1. Col. 1, 1. 1-5. The upper part of the first column, ca. 28 lines, is lost, the papyrus being torn. Dionysia’s
actual petition starts at the end of 1. 5 of the preserved text with her address to the prefect. The ca. 33
preceding lines might have contained the prefect’s endorsement, Dionysia’s letter to the strategos
devolving the endorsed petition to him (cf. P. Oslo 11 18 = SB X1V 12087, 167 CE Theadelphia) and perhaps
(cf. avBpwmov in L. 3) the strategos’ summons against Chairemon. The whole might have counted much
less than 33 lines if our text is not a copy and the prefect’s endorsement was written in the very elongated
chancery style well known through SB14639, 209 CE Alexandria, albeit two decades later.

————— [' [+ ?] traces o[+ 4] P[£?].[£7)... P[x?]x.xag [ca.20lostlines]|'...[>... ...

. . .[*9] &vOpwmov [* Qo epx[+ 5] elvou 3¢ |° [+ ?]ear[+ 5]  man |*...and be ...

§2. Col. I, 1. 5-17 - Col. 11, 1l. 1-4. Dionysia’s petition, with her presentation of the case.
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§3. Col. 11, 1I. 5-13: Dionysia reproduces (part of) the first petition of her father, Chairemon, against her
(dated before the 2274 of May, 185 CE: cf. §4). For the content of this petition, cf. Chairemon’s own
summary in Col. 6, ll. 13-15; for the references to Similis and the archidikastes, cf. Col. v1, 1. 27-29. Some
of the final lines (n.b. the reference to ‘the tricks’ in 1. 13) may be Dionysia’s considerations on her father’s

petition.
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2107 [£ 2], v pév S[pihdog [+ ?] [P [ 7] .. vopwy
mepl tod é€e[thoon = ?] P [£ ?] d¢ v O[]
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[° [... Chairemon son of Phanias, former]

gymnasiarch  [of the city of the
Oxyrhynchites ...] [ ... |” ... but the ... of
Similis ... [ ... of the laws concerning the

examination ...
archidikastes ...
daughters ... |!

Leontopolites ... |2

[* ... the ... through the
they are summoned, to the
.. to the strategos of the

$0 ... | the tricks in fact

|10

§4. Col. 11, 11. 13-17. 22" of May 185 CE (Pachon 27th of the 25th year of Commodus, continuing the regnal
years of the deceased Marcus Aurelius): Instructions of the prefect Longaeus Rufus to Isidoros, strategos
of the Oxyrhnchites, upon Chairemon’s petition (cf. col. VI, 1. 15-16, 1I. 34-35).
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|+ 7 Eypaev] [* [1) oTpatnyd téde-] Aoyyaiog
[Po]dgog Towd[wpw otpatnyd ’Ogvpvyxsirov Xoipewv
[lept @V ypoévt]wy [poi] |15 0[mo Xoupripovog
daviov yvpvao]wpynoavtog [Thg Ogvpvyxsmov
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] he (i.e. Longaeus Rufus) wrote |' to the
strategos thus: Longaeus Rufus to Isidoros,
strategos of the Oxyrhynchites, greetings.
[Regarding what was written to me] |** [by
Chairemon, son of Phanias, former]
gymnasiarch [of the city of the
Oxyrhynchites, presenting a claim about a
lien] |'* being not properly established,
appending copy [of what he has written,
so that having taken cognisance of what he
alleged] | it is seen to it that it is dealt
with accordingly. [Greetings.] 25th year,
Pachon [27th.]



§5. Col. 11, 1l. 17-21: Dionysia’s description of the inquiry made by order of the strategos Isidoros upon
her father’s first petition.
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[Ya . . v strategossimply...|" ... of a copy of what had
been written by [my father? ...[*° ... [the lien]
not properly established, to the keepers of the
record office ... he himself did not say ... [** ...
the lien (katoché) had been properly
established, what not (?)...
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§6. Col. 1, 1l. 22-37 — Col. 11, 1. 1-9: Summary of Dionysia’s own (first) counter-petition to the prefect
Longaeus Rufus, and probably (in the preserved part of col. 3) its effect. [in red, the parts of the petition
preserved not at Oxford but in a small fragment from the Kéln collection]
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év/’ktioewv [Piplo-+ ?]g punt [+ ?]omwg pévy [* poy
kol toig e[t ?]moy | [+ ?]Aoag [t ?] vtwv
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[... it would] change (?) little [...] the
governors [decree that no one is allowed]
! to speak against his own writings, and
afterwards also by the commands [...] of
Similis [...]]”* and by the minutes and
letters of another archidikastes [...]|*
under which some have given to their
daughters on the occasion of their
marriage P4 ... was required, (I
received?) nothing from my father,
neither out of kindness nor ... [** ... that he
alleged (regarding?) the unlawfulness of

my  mother’s written (marriage)
agreement (syngraphé)... |*° ... the general
laws of the written agreements
(syngraphai), and ... |* ... and for this

reason, attempting to disprove the written
agreement (syngraphé) || [ca. 12 lines
missing] |! [...] due to (my) affec|2t10n [...]
he said [...] of mine ... [*[..]not [..] ]’ ...

|° of the property |” record ofﬁce .so as it
remains |* for me and ... of each |’ of two
.. the record keepers, according to ...
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§7. Col. m, 11. 10 — Col. 1v, 1I. 1-5: Dionysia summarises the aspects of the financial history of the family
that led to her father’s difficulties and eventually to the conflict with her.

| ... of the grandfather ... and being
present knowing | also the
grandfather ... the written agreement,

the ornaments ... law|**fully executed ...
these at a later time ... of him ... of the
| belongings ... corresponding to my
grandfather in the Hermopolite nome ...
of the price | of these, other ...
undisputed (?) ... | ... yet to the ...
purchase (?) ... |'...so much (or: so
many) ... buy, neither has he paid it in
full ... a part |7 of the price not repaid ...
3 talents and 5000 drachmas ... he spent
(or: misused) it ... |'® he is disproving ...
that it is to my mother’s written
agreement (syngraphé) alone ... |Y to
mine ... my father had given me away in
the moment of the marriage to H[orion
in the ... year X of Aurelius Commodus
Alntoninus [*° Caesar the Lord, on the
1st of the month of Thoth ... not only ...
| and rather ... give back, to the written
agreement (syngraphé) ... |** while ... the
... previously put under lien (katoché) ...
| ... to take away ... [** [..] the
ornament (?) [...] until now [...] the
allo|*wance (choregia) according to ..., 3
talents ... and ... [*° ... in full, which ... |/

. and ... being fitting, from the ...
written agreement (syngraphé) ... |®

|16

more ... to summon ... [* when the time
elapsed ... of the offer ... now ... |** left
over ... of the gymnasiarchy ... |*! nor ...
|2 the . of this ... [** of the sale ('?) or
certaln .|| [ca. 6 lines missing] |* ...

B

employlng (?) ... |* the
achidikastés previously (or: the former

archidikastés) ... I had a half (before?) |°

.. and the remainder of the price to ...

. [filnov v pou mpd[repov? 21 P [ 1. [ Jova
avB[. .. .. Joxo [+ 14] 10 kol Aowmd THG TWAG TG &
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§8. Col. v, 1. 6-12. 181-182 CE (22nd year): Chairemon’s financial difficulties, and the fact that Dionysia’s
katoché gave her control over at least part of his property, leads to a first ‘reciprocal agreement’
(homologéma) between both, which Dionysia summarises, only to then narrate its failure.
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|° ... a reciprocal agreement (homologema)
executed through the public office on the 22nd
year between us, (by virtue of which) neither
my father |’ [...] nor to administer through a
dispositive deed, and I return the remainder of
the price |* owed ... the allowance, (me)
collecting for the 23rd year the proceeds of
these |” belongings ... of the sale of other
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released belongings of his, (and) it be returned
by my father |" what he borrowed with my
grandfather as signatary ... and this reciprocal
agreement was registered for him through the
supervising office, |'! yet) he did not abide at
all to what had been written, but neither left it
to me to manage | the belongings
... according to what had been agreed, so that I
would be able to return to Asklepiades. (vacat)

§9. Col. 1v, 1. 12-25. 182-183 CE (23rd year): After the first’s failure, summary of the second homologéma
between Dionysia and Chairemon. This also failed, so badly that distraint was only narrowly avoided.

And again to me [...] | [...] concluded [...
another] agreement with him, executed in
the 23rd year, again through the public
office, under which |* [...] undertook to [...]
return 1 talent, so that 7 would remain for
the complete repayment; |** and should he
not pay [...] to the agreeing parties (?) [...]
of this [...] |* [...] of these loans [...] to the
property record |'” keepers [...] but neither
[...] has returned to Asklepiades, nor he has
let |'® me [...] the money of the debt, he not
paying back, according to the [...] executed
through the public office | [...] Asklepiades
on the due date | had not received the
money [...] the legal steps [...] of the
belongings under lien for me. And this
al/*'most happened. For, since Asklepiades
in the 24th year had claimed and not
received the amount owed, I was
constrained [* by my father to [...] and,
knowing well that I will not allow the
belongings under lien |* for me to be
hypothecated, he hypothecated only the
remaining ones, and while I used (?) my
right [...] to the |* father [...] the remaining
due part of the price of these, [...] talents and
2000 drachmas, and the interest, but for |*
the entire eight talents with the interest [...]
repayment for the sake of the estate; the rest
he may have for whatever (purpose) he
wishes

§10. Col. 1v, 1. 25-34. 183-184 CE (24th year): After the second’s failure, third homologéma between
Dionysia and Chairemon, followed by its aftermath, leading to Chairemon’s first petition against
Dionysia.

ko ol % etede [ ] . . . . [6]poroyfpata And once more [ [ ... ] reciprocal agreements
yeyevijoOai plot] mpog adtov @ kO (Etel) Sux were made by me with him in the 24th year
dnpociov oyvyw[plodang Hov avt® through the public office, by which I
daveicoo|”Qar T (tdhavta) ) d/e [émi t]@ €€ consented that he borrows | the 4 (?) talents,
a[b]tédv amododvaun €€ a[0]tdV dmododvon pév 1@ [under the condition that] from these he
AockAnmadn o 0@ethopeva ki Todg Tokoug, £xetv  would pay back to Asklepiades the debt and
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the interest, and he would keep the remaining
for |*® whatever he [wants ... | from me with
the proceeds of the belongings [ ... ] the public
dues and the expenses |*° until [ ... ] to the
lender the interests, from those, the annual
ones from the 25th year [ ... ] and the interest
and capital 7 talents. |** Of the rest (of the
price?) [ ... ] he shall continue to pay me only
my allowances [ ... ] from the same |*! total of
[...] talents [ ... ] so that he would again be
master of all the proceeds for his lifetime,
giving me only [** my allowances, while for
me are kept [ ... ] the rights of the lien. And
he, acting inconsiderately and against this
agreement, [*> knowing that [ ... ] of the
proceeds of each year, I shall keep until the
repayment of the established sums perforce |*
takes place [ ... ] he dared write the letter to
him lying about everything in this matter.

§11. Col. v, 1l. 35-39 — Col. v, ll. 1-5: Summary of the evidence attached by Dionysia to her first
(counter)petition and of the facts it brings to light.

|*> he received ... these things through the
libellus which I had submitted to Rufus and
to which I had attached the final com|**mon
agreement with my father, for which I have a
report made through the public office, as well
as regarding the previous ones, and of
Similis, the former |7 prefect, with the most
excellent examples, an epistula where he
follows the edict of Mettius Rufus about the
fact that such |*® written agreements not only
must be (acknowledged) as valid, but must be
recorded by the record office, either on behalf
of the wives on the [* substance of their
husbands or on behalf of the children on that
of the parents, for whom the use was
reserved though public documents, ... || (ca. 2
lines missing) |*... |*... [° ... 6 talents ... to be
given back ... |* yearly ... the interest not
being little ... of his own family, giving also
to me |° the allowances ...

§12. Col. v, 1. 5-8: Subscription of the prefect Longaeus Rufus to Dionysia’s first (counter)petition,
ordering the case to be submitted to the strategos of the Oxyrhynchites.

Rufus, being informed and immediately
astonished that after so much evidence of our
rights and so |°* many public deeds, someone
would be so bold to write a deceiving letter to
the prefectorship, he subscribed |” ... to the
libellus ‘submit it to the strategos, who, upon
examining whether something worthy of my
attention (cognitio) is |* to be found, shall refer
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§13. Col. v, 1. 8-19. August - September 185 CE (Tho
Oxyrhynchites in presence of both parties, leading the
record office.
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it back to me’, meaning, I believe, nothing else
than, should the truth come to light, the case
would require no judgement.

th, 26th year): Hearing before the strategos of the
strategos to order a report from the keepers of the

Having |° received the subscription, I brought the
libellus in the 26th year, in the month of Thoth,
in the presence of my father Chairemon, and I
also requested that the | strategos write a letter
to the keepers of the record office, who would
report to him everything available of the |'! ... of
my father ... of the joint agreements made
between us at their respective times, and of their
registrations (parathesis), |'* not ... so that there
would be no obstacle for the case to be examined
by him in accordance to what was determined |*
by the governorship. And he, being present when
the libellus was read at court, remained silent,
unable | to deny ... concerning the fact that what
was written in the libellus was true. And the
strategos, acting in accordance with the order of
the | governor, held that the examination would
be more accurate based on nothing else than the
report of the keepers of the record office [* ...
from the examination of what has been reported
it will appear whether the case is worthy of
devolution (to the prefect) |7 and ... to the
keepers of the record office the following: ‘a
duplicate of the libellus submitted to me by
Dionysia, a copy of which has been received |
... to the most illustrious governor together with
the subscription that it bears, sent to you through
| the public (office) ... present to me the ...
available and pertaining to the case. Thoth, ?7th.’

§14. Col. v, Il. 19-30. December 185 CE - January 186 CE: Letter of the strategos to the new prefect,

Pomponius Faustianus, appending the report received

Tadtae [ 7 [+ 18] ol

BipAro@OAakeg  mhvTa

from the keepers of the property record office.
These |[*° all the keepers of the record

TPOCEPHOVNOAV SLt HaKP&OV undev mopamovreg [ . . | ]
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otpatn[yog] évruxov - [ kal 0p&v . Kndgy
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mavra [Mraeal ] . 0 ... 0T, .. .0 G
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.0 . .vew, tov 8¢ matépo pndev €tepov 1) TPOG

office reported everything in detail, not
omitting anything ... of our [*! ... of
Chairemon, but also not of the loans
recorded to him (i.e. to his name). And
the strategos, being informed |** and
seeing ... I did not lie at all in the libellus,
but rather I omitted some of our rights |**
to ... writing, and a return (apographe)
made by my father in the 26th year,
through which all |* the ... the requests
that he presented to the record office
about this ... |* due to ... but the father



did nothing else but speak against

........ [+ 6] .. 'Hgyoov quqapsvog Te pqrs dikng himself and all his own writings |*° ... and
deicBot 1O mparypo r[o]cof)r(ov xpnHat[iop®d]v mept  he deemed that the case did not even
v [Fvo ... .. ... ... 00 1@V BPAo] (pu}\oucu)v require a trial, after so much
EMEVIYHEVOV, o0l TQ Kupie Eypayev émioTtoAn[v émi  documentary evidence about the ... |¥
7]oD kg (Etovg) TofL |28 S [..]...... ae. . ... .. .. ... brought by the keepers of the record

CGHQU 0L L c np ....me ..o . office, to you, my Lord, he wrote a letter
ypoppdtwv owtod [ .. Jexer pev\ | x[odta . .. [£20 in Tybi of the 26th year |® ... of his
te]Ocay, o0dev ¢ ﬁrrov oupmépag Th) EmoTOA) kol writings ... [¥ ... and not less he sent
avtiypoaga [tdv nt]pooewvi|Poewv [+ 12]Aa, . . Ta together with the letter also copies of the

re[*’ports

§15. Col. v, 1L. 30-35. Beginning of 186 CE (cf. §14): Second petition of Dionysia to the prefect Pomponius
Faustianus.

oAV €Tl o¢ TOV KUplOV katépuyov, kol againlresorted to you, my Lord, and I requested
gvétuyxov S Pipredio[v] [éml 1)) adtd kg (Eter) through a libellus in the same 26th year |*! ... the
Pro. L. ]e..... V.. .v éEétaowy O tod  examination of the case has already been done
npayp[a]rog yeyeviloBow Omo tod otpatnyod by the strategos as you wished, in the |*
kobwg U [(OéAnc]ag 1 yev[o]|* uévn é€eTdger  examination carried out, me knowing that you
yvobod& o TG €mMOoTOoAfG ThG ypageiong oot ...a copy of the letter written to you by the

0o TG oTpatnyiag avtiypagov . [, .. .. ]. office of the strategos ... [** ... and write to the

e[+ 4] . kol ypayou 1§ t[0]O vopod strategos of the nomos that the ... from the ... of
otpatny® PéPaft]é por péverv ta €k tfg my mother remain secure for me ... * ... the
puntpoag polv] . .[......]. . aP*[ £9 ]ta rights evidenced through the documentation
dLa XPNHATIOPGV 6n7x01’)peva dik[oua], ki pndév  (chrematismoi), and that nothing is overturned
vewtepileobon kata todv ta . . . [ .. .]Jpa 7@ regarding the ... to the |* recordoffice as also all

By*[Progurakien? + 9] xabx kai mavteg ol the governors have ordered.
nyepoveg ékéde[v]oav.

§16. Col. v, 1. 35—-43 — Col. V1, ll. 1-4: Subscription of the prefect Pomponius Faustianus and ensuing steps
in order to secure Dionysia’s rights, involving a strategos and the record office, with her hope that this
closes the conflict with her father.

ka[i] ob 0 xOplog évtvxwv kol &v, . [, .]10.. Ta And you, my Lord, being informed and ... by
ool ). ... Q.[...]...... tgémortorfgtod [*... of the letter of the strategos and of the
otpatnyod kai [t]ig TV  PifAloguAdkwv report of the keepers of the record office and
npoo@wvioews kol [ . .]. .ovyevope[v.]. .. .[.. ..[J*...requiring, by means of your ordinary

g Eevo 1L deopevov, Tij ovvr[B]er cov jurisdiction you subscribed the libellus for

SLKocL[ ]SOGLQL xpopevog Uméypaydag por t@ me |*® as follows: ‘you may use the rights
[BBlAedip [* [obtwg olg #xeu?)]g(?) Swkaioig that you have, while the strategos
xpnoBar dvvacbou, 6 8¢ otpatnyog thg Aowrflg concerning the rest of your petition ..’

akwoewng cod iy . .o, [, .. mplovowav [ [ ].. foresight |* ... he (you?), foreseeing that we
,,,,,,,,,,,,, npopavtevoapevog 0Tt kol t[f]g  also need aid from the strategos ... [ ... to
a[mo] tod otpatnyod Pondeiog deopea . pe . [.. have succeeded in the rights, and not to be

Javgv [ 1. ... ... .. 0 TGV dikaiwv TUXSLV kol treated unfairly by my father. For, from
pr ayvopoveicBor Vo tod matpdc. €€ wv yap those that he dared ... these |*! ... my husband
etonunoev [, ] toatadta [ [, ek, . dx rﬁg through his choice. For when I submitted the
aipéceng TOV avdpa. LoD yéc[p 70 PipAeidiov émi  libellus to your subscription and [** handed it
M of) doypaei) mapabepé[vng] kai aval*?[8]oveng through my husband to the strategos, I
d1x ToD &vdpog pov TG oTpatny®d, aElwodong te requested as well that, in conformity with
kaBog NOéAncoag Thg Aoutiig a&fidcewg pry  your will, the rest of the petition not be
[a]peAnOn|®[von  xai] émarteidor  Toig TV neglected |** and that he send a letter to the
gvktnoewv PiPAto@OA[ag]l BéPond por Tax dikonar T keepers of the record office, so that my
vovTa pévely kaba [mpooe]povnoay || ————— |' [ existing rights remain secure as they were

+20 Jpwg vol[ £23 Jtw [.].okex [...]p[ £11 Jeton reported. || (ca. 4 lines missing) |* ... to you ...
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|* ... so that there is no need, and the whole
rest of the petition according to the wish and
foresight of the most illustrious governor [?
.. not to overturn ... that my father, after so
many writings, turns quiet the peace and
does |* not bother the Lord nor attacks me

any longer.

§17. Col. V1, 1. 4-12. Chairemon addresses a new petition to the prefect Pomponius Faustianus, moving
his attack in another direction.

He, however, did not cease attacking me again,
but, knowing that |’ it is no longer possible for
him to sue me regarding my lien (katoche) after
s0 many inquiries and so much correspondence,
he turned in another direction |° the plot against
me, and although you, my Lord, similarly to the
other prefects, had recently again proclaimed
that |” **letters regarding private lawsuits are not
to be written to you, not only did he write one
but when writing he cut off parts of the case, in
order | to able to deceive you, my Lord. For,
having hushed up the letter the letter of Rufus,
the reason for it was written, my petition, |°
Rufus’ subscription, the inquiry of the strategos,
the report of the keepers of the record office, |
the letter written about these things by the
strategos to you, my Lord, the subscription to it
given to me upon my petition | by you, my
Lord, the mandate to the keepers of the record
office (arising) from it, he simply stated in his
letter to you |** the following:

§18. Col. v1, 1l. 12-20. April/May 186 CE: Second petition of Chairemon to the prefect Pomponius

Faustianus, in order to exercise his alleged paternal right to withdraw Dionysia from her husband.
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Chairemon son of Phanias, ex-gymnasiarch of
the city of the Oxyrhynchites: Since my daughter
Dionysia, (My) Lord Prefect, | has impiously
and unlawfully done many things against me at
the instigation of her husband Horion, son of
Apion, I sent a letter | to the most illustrious
Longaeus Rufus, requesting to recover in
accordance with the laws what I had formerly
given to her, expecting |* that this would stop
her from her insults against me; and he wrote to
the strategos of the nomos on the 25th year, the
27" of Pachon, ap|“pending copies of my
writings, so that having examined of what I
alleged he would see to it that it is dealt with
accordingly. Since |7 he, my Lord, persists in the
same madness insulting me, I request, since such
power is given to me by the law, the (relevant)
part of which I have appended so that you are
informed, |'® to take her away against her will
from her husband’s house with no violence being
done to me by anyone of those of Horion or by

10



™®[v] mepl To[b]TwV MpoyBéviwv OAlya oot
ométaa v el dfic. (ETovg) kg, Ioywv.

| Horion himself, who is constantly threatening
(me). From the numerous tried instances
regarding these things I have appended for you a
few, so that you | may know 26th year, Pachon.

§19. Col. VI, 1. 20-32. Dionysia denies her father’s pleas, and the relevance of his present and previous

legal arguments

0 HEV TaLTNV TNV €moToANV éypayev, oDJepioy
pev obte BPpLv obte GANO adiknpa eig abTov [*! dut’
€poD €@ @ pépgeton e Exwv, &l EOOVE B¢
povoy [Ao]idopovpevog wg dewva maoywv &
oD, AMywv 811 81 |2 dta mapéxw Gvoo adTd, Kol
TNV, DTOAELTOPEVNG ol KaTOXTV Ti)G obolag Tva
[ ooty amobijvan, xai, 10 kavodtepov, Piav |*
TACYELY DO TOD AvOPOG HOL TTPOPEPOHEVOG TOD
kol peto {kal pe[ta]} v mpog aptéHv pov
cuvypaeny év 1j eixev T dikaiov [** kabopdv pov
TPOCEVIVEYHEVOV GUVYWPT)CAVTOG HOL KOl €TTL TH)G
Hn]tpwog ovoiag cvvevdokfoor PovAnbeicon
a0T@ OITOTY#Oepéve TNV odGiaY TADTNVY TPOG OO
(téhavta) n, o’ o0 pe
amoAr[atT ] .. ewdnTagivnke 100 avdpog e
oteprioor Emyelpdv, [* émi pr Sdvartow TAG
ovolag, tva pnd & avtod xopnyeicQou
[...... ]..oeve[].. v Sbvopo yovi, &no tod

VAT R - . "
ToaTpog pnte |7 v béoyeto mpoika Prite TL GANO

xopn[ynOleicag  tpopag  amolapPavovoa.
Yrétagev [# 8¢ kol Tag avtag kpioelg X[ piddog
kol OO Tod apydikactod T¢ AQyyaiey Podee
ypapopévag etépag opoiag, undé aidecdeig otL
o0d¢ [¥ 6 Podgog mpocéoyev avtali]g dvopoiog
oboalg eig mapddetypa ... [..]. Etépwv
drgaiwv. GAAd oL 6 kOplog T BeoyvioTe cov |*
HVHN Kol TR QTAQVITE TPOOLPECEL AVEVEYKMV
m[v ypageic]av oot Umo TOD OTPATNYOD
EMOTOANY, Kol OTL eOG&veL TO Ttparypo: [P dxpelpidg
[¢€]nTacpévov, mpoaolg O¢ EoTv EmPOLARG
0 ... .magBq[t] el ovk €E0v katd cuvypoenv,
avtéypolev Td oTpatny® [** Téde-

He wrote such a letter, without being able to
prove either insolence or other injustice
against himself [** by me, of which he
complains, only out of malice reviling me as if
suffering terrible things from me, saying
indeed that [** I turn a uncomprehending ear
to him, and that I do not lift the lien (katoché)
of the remaining estate. What is even more
bizarre (he claims) he suffers |** violence on
the part of my husband, even after the my
marriage contract with him, by which (the
husband) received the unlimited right |*
brought by me; and (even if Chairemon)
conceded to me (interests) on the maternal
estate as I wished to consent to him (i.e.
Chairemon) [* hypothecating this same estate
for a total of 8 talents, after that ... me ...
endeavouring to rob me of my husband, |*® as
of the estate he could not, so that I, a woman,
could not to be maintained by him (the
husband) ... while from the father I have
neither |* received the dowry which he had
offered nor any other property, indeed, I have
not even received at the proper times the
allowances bestowed on me. He appended |
also the same judgements of Similis and other
similar ones cited in writing by the
archidikastes (in his letter) to Longaeus Rufus,
unembarrassed that not even |* Rufus himself
had taken them into consideration as a
precedent due to their dissimilarity ... of other
rights ... But you, my Lord, with your god
knowing [** memory and errorless character
making reference to the letter written to you
by the strategos and that the case had already
| been examined in sufficient detail, and that
it is a pretext for plotting ... if not allowed
according to the written (marriage)
agreement, you wrote back to the strategos |**
the following:

§20. Col. v1, 1L. 32-35. 25" May 186 CE: Instructions of the prefect Pomponius Faustianus to Isidoros,
strategos of the Oxyrhynchites, upon Chairemon’s petition, so that the matter is settled in accordance
with the instructions of the former prefect Longaeus Rufus.

[I[o]pnodviog Pavotiavog Towdopy otpatny® Pomponius Faustianus to Isidoros, strategos of
[O]€vpuyyxe[i]t[o]v xaipewv. T ypopévta pot bo  the Oxyrhynchites, greetings. What was
Xawpfpovog  yopval?®  cwapyfoavtog  tflg written to me by Chairemon, ex-[*
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Ovpuyyelt@dv  moAews aitiopévov  Qpein[va
av]dpa Ouyatpog abdtod wg Piav O adTOD
nhox[o]vrog | OmotaxBivor éxéhevoa, OmwG
@povtiong akorovba mpagat Tolg mt[e]pi To[O]ToV
podTEPOV Ypapeiot L1d Aoyyaiov Povgo[v] Tod
Swaf*onpotato[v] mpog to pn le]pi OV AOTOHV
AV  aDTOV  évtuyxavew.  €[p]pdcO(o)
ebyop(o). (ETovg) kg //, Ioyav A.

gymnasiarch of the city of the Oxrhynchites
accusing Horion, the husband of his daughter,
of violence suffered from him, [ I have
ordered to append, so that you see to it that it
is dealt with in accordance with what was
previously written by Longaeus Rufus, the
most |* eminent, in order that he may not
petition again regarding these things.
Farewell. 26th year, on the 30" of Pachon.

§21. Col. v1, 1L 35-41 — Col. vI, Il. 1-2. 27" June 186 CE: Hearing before the deputy strategos of the
Oxyrhynchites, Harpokration, upon Chairemon presenting Faustianus’ letter, with Dionysia’s husband
acting for her. She argues that a decision following Rufus’ instructions had already been reached, in her
favour.

As |** Chairemon brought this letter of yours
and on the 3rd of Epeiph gave it to
Harpokration, the royal scribe [’ and acting
strategos, appearing myself (in the court)
through my husband, I not only worshipped
your letter and [** deemed it proper to abide by
what you had written, but showed that what
was required by what had previously been
written by Rufus had already been done. For
Chairemon [* had written to him regarding
the lien (katoché) not being properly
established, and Rufus, from what he wrote
back to him, and from what |** he subscribed to
my petition, ordered to make an inquiry,
whether the lien (katoché) had been properly
established for me and instructed the strategos
about this. And he did not |*! neglect it, but he
examined the case in detail from the (evidence
collected by) the keepers of the record office
and he reported about everything by letter to
the prefectorship || (ca. 2 lines missing) |* ... |?

Tavtnv [ gou TNV émotoAnv map[ev]eykdvtog
o0 Xouprpovog kol avadovtog émi thg y T[o]d
Emneip Apmoxpatiove Pacihik®d ypo[p]portel 7
[Ot]adexopévey kal T& kata TNV oTpa(tnyiav),
mapodoa adTr St Tod avdpog oL TpoceEKHYNoX
pEV c0D T yphppato kol Tolg [y]pageior [*®
epupévie]v néiwoa, dmedelEd te OTL TO AkOAOLOX
fdn toig Umo Povglov] mpdtepov ypapeiot
enpayOn. o pev yap Xoupipwv [*? wept k[at]oxng
G 0V deOVTWG YEVOUEVNG DT <€>yeypapel, O &¢
Podgog [¢€] oV avtéypafev adTd Kal € OV Epod
gvtoyovong [ Omé[yplajey  éetacOHivon
n0éAnce[v] el dedovtwg 1) katoyn yéyovéy plot] kai
T oTpatny® mepl TovTOL VMEBeTOo. O O¢ OVK
Nué[Anfoe]lv aAN ¢[C]ntnoev axpeP[d]g [to
mplaypa €k TtV PifAop[v]Adk[w]v kol Th
Nyepovig mepl TavTog 8L MG TOANG avrveyk|| ——
[ [#30]a [+197. [+2]F[+19]n.[].[..
1 [+15Jov[ .. 1.[......1.[Jntol +11]
agal, ... Jan. L]

§22. Col. v, 1. 3-8. Decision of the deputy strategos Harpokration: since Chairemon’s claim for daughter-
withdrawal (apospasis) is new and Rufus’ instructions do not address it, Harpokration authorises a new
petition to be submitted to the prefect, so that judgement may be given in accordance with his
instructions

PP x[ £17 ] undév t&dv yevop[évolv ko[, . Ju. .. ov[ |*... not one of the existing ... from the ... |*... of
Ampal. . Jéxtdvavt[...]. .e[..Inelopw[.. this, butin conformity with (Rufus’ orders?) by
18 . povovBal. .. ] [foal.. ... .. JAag tovtov the instructions given to the keepers of the
AL axoAo[v]0a mpakar t[ov] émi[ot]eiravta record office and by writing the aforesaid on
toig  Pip[A]ropOraEr  wkai  mw[e]p[i] abT[od this matter. But since |* Chairemon through the
vlpayavro t[a eipn]u[é]lvo: émet 8¢ P O petition which he has now sent to the most

X[aup]rjpwv 8 1ig kai vov memo[in]tan mopd @  illustrious governor requested to withdraw his

[Aloapmpotate nyepove évtuyiag néiwcev thv
Buyatépav ax[o]voay amoonav ov |¢ 8¢ m[ep]i
tovtov obtfe Sija Tig Tod Swa[c]npotartov
Povgov ovte dx tAg TOd Aapm[po]tdTov
NYEHOVOG Iopmwviov dafvo]t[t]avod
¢motolg |7 Opartan pnTdG Kek[ed]evopévov,

12

daughter against her will and since |° regarding
this question neither in the letter of the most
eminent Rufus nor in that of the most illustrious
governor Pomponius Faustianus |” an explicit
order seems to be given ... his most illustrious
governor may be petitioned about this matter



with all that been accomplished (in this case) |?
being evidenced to him, so that whatever
instructions he may give, they are carried out.’

o v’ m'ocrou nept TOOTOL évrevyOfjvan O
AQPTPOTATOG TYEHOV TAVIWV TV €V T
npaypatt  mpoxOé[v]Prw[v] mapatiBOepévov
a0t®, W olg kv mpootdln Adxdlovba
yévnra[i].” vac.

§23. Col. v, 1I. 8-19. Dionysia therefore raises this her (third) petition to the prefect Faustianus, so that
he instructs the strategos that she must be paid her due allowances (choregia), and her father’s request
of apospasis is rejected as unlawful. In her support, she appends evidence regarding the law: (a) that
wives can freely choose themselves whether to remain with their husbands or not (§§ 24-27); (b) that
money suits cannot be avoided by the subterfuge of counter-accusations (§§ 28-29); (c) that rights arising
from registered syngraphai have been recognised by all prefects and emperors as valid and secure (§§
30-34); (d) that no one is allowed to contradict his own writings (§ 35).

novtaxofev  odv, fyepwv {ovv} «x[0]pe, TOD
npaypatog |° mp[o]dniov yevopévou kai thg TOD
TOTPOG HOL TTPOG e EMNpelag, EVIVYXAV® GOl Kol
vOv mévta mopatilbepévn T év T mpaypoty, |
koBog kol 0 Pacihikog Sadexopevog kol Thv
otpatnylav nOéAncev, kol dfopar KeAedoou
ypagfivar Tfi otpatnyig tag Te yopnyiag |M
amodidochai pol kata Kopov, EMoYELV Te ALTOV
ndn mote €mMeLOVTA HOL, TPOTEPOV HEV OG AVOHOU
KaToXNg xapLv, vov 8¢ mpopdoel vo|pov ovdev
a0TQ TPOCTIKOVTOG: OVJELG PEV YOp VOROG BKODGOG
yovaikag &’ dvdpdv dmoomav €geinoly, el 8¢ kol
E0TLV TIG, AAN’ 0D TIPOG TOG |2 €€ Evyprpwv yapwv
YEYEVNHEVOG Kol EVYpAOWS Yeyevnpévag. OTL O¢
tad(ta) oUTwg Exel, va kol TadTng a0TOV THG

TPpoPhoewg  amaAAG|“Ew, Umétokd cor Ao
TAeOVW[Vv] mepl ToUTOL  KpLOEVTLV  OAlyag
NYEROVOV Kol EMTPOT®V kol  ApXLOLKACTOV

KploeLg, €Tl Te Kal VO|PHIKOV TPOCQWVHOELS, TTepl
0D TOG 1O TeAelag YuvaikaG YEVOHEVAG EXVTOV
elvan kuplag, eite Bovlovtan mapd Toig avdpdoty
pévewv | eite pnf, kol OmokewsBor matpdowv, ov
HOVOV GAN OTL 00 €@eiTal €l TPOPATEL ETEPWV
EVKANHATOV QeDYeLV TAG XPNHATIKAG dikag, GAAX
|7 81 kol 0TL TG cvvypaag malpaltiBecbar Toig
BipAloguiakiolc voppov kol TAG €K TOOTWV
YEWOLEVAG  KATOXAG TIAVTEG nyepoveg ¥ kol
avtokpdatopeg kvpiog [eivlow kol PePaiog
tebeAnkact, kal 0Tl 00devi é@eital Aéyelv TPOG T
gavtod ypappota, tva kafi] €k tovtwv |¥ {dn wote
TOOGT)TAL TTEPL TOV ADTOV EVOXYADV TG T)yEHOVIOLG
kabog kol oL ypaewv NOéAncag.  vac.
ole]an(peiopor) vac.
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Since the case has been made clear from all
the perspectives, oh lord prefect|’ and also
my father’s abuse towards me, I now petition
you again, setting out all in this case, |'* as
also the royal scribe and acting-strategus has
wished, and request that you command that
to be written to the office of the strategos, so
that the allowances |'! are timely given to
me, and he finally stops his attacks upon me,
formerly on account of an allegedly unlawful
hold (katoché), and now under the pretence
of a |'* law which does not apply to him. For
no law permits to drag wives away from
their husbands against their will; and if there
is any such one, then not against those |"
who come from written marriages and have
become (wives) in written form. That this is
so, and in order to spare him also this
pretext, |'* I have appended for you, from a
larger number of judgements on this issue,
only several given by prefects, procurators,
and chief justices, as well as opinions of |*
legal experts (nomikoi), regarding the fact
that women who have already come of age
are their own mistresses, whether they wish
to remain with their husbands |* or not, and
be subjected to their fathers, and not only
this, but also that it is has not been allowed
to escape a pecuniary trial with the pretence
of other claims, and |7 also that it is
legitimate  have  written agreements
registered with the record archives and that
all prefects |** and emperors have willed to
be valid and secured, and that no one is
allowed to depose against his own written
documents. So that because of it all|" he will
now once for ever stop troubling the
prefecture, as you yourself have desired in
your letter. (vacat) I have subscribed (vacat)



§24. Col. v11, 1. 19-29. Dionysia’s first court precedent. 2" June 128 CE: in the case of Antonius against
his father in law Sempronius, the prefect Flavius Titianus confirms the decision of the epistrategus Bassus,
according to which, despite Sempronius’ wish to claim back his daughter, Antonius may remain with her

if she so wishes.

¢€ ropvn[*patiopdv PAowiov Tertioavod tod
nyepovevoovtog. (étovg) L Beod Adpravod,
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nvokévor-|* TOV yop Zewtpu)wov
amnoci{w]rioavta To0To Kol TG 1yepovL mepl
Btocg svrvxovroc EMOTOANY TOPOKEKOpIKEVOLL
vo ol aer6L|25 Kol ékTep@OdoL- aiteicObo QUY
gav dokf) pr dmolevyOfiva yovaikog oikeiwg

TPOG  aDTOV  €xovong. Aidvpog  priTwp
amekpei/*vato  prp  xwplg  Adyov  TOV
SEPTPOVIOV kekewvnoau- oD yop
Avtov[i]ov TTPOGEVEYKOHEVOD
Buyatpopeifiog éykahelv, un éveykav|’tog
™mv  OBpwv T kAT  TOLG  VOHOULG
CUVKEXWPTHEVT] gEovoig KexpiicOa,
NTcBor & avTov Kol mepl [ L. . L L L. meg
¢[vi]Anpérwv.|® IIpoxAnioevog omep

Avtwviov mpocébnkev: éav amepilvtog v O
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mondog thg ékdedo|Ppévng é€ovoiav Exewv.
Tertioavog: Suapépet opd Tive Povdeton etvou
1) YEYOUNHEVT). AVEYVwV. ceonp(elopot). vac.

From the [*° minutes of Flavius Titianus, former
prefect. In the 12th year of the divine Hadrian, on
the 8™ of Payni, at the court in the market.
Antonios, [*! son of Apollonios, appeared and
deposed through Isidoros the Junior, an advocate,
that Sempronius, his father-in-law, inclined at the
mother’s instigation |* to quarrel with him and to
take away the (Sempronius’) unwilling daughter.
Since she got ill out of grief,?! the epistrategos
Bassus, |[** taking pity (on her), announced that he
(Antonios) should not be prevented if they should
like to live together (as a married couple). But it did
not work |* since Sempronius left it unnoticed,
petitioned the prefect about violence (of Antonios
towards him). He received a letter (with an order)
that the litigants |* should appear (in court).
(Antonios) requested, should it please (the prefect),
he should be not separated from the wife, who had
homely affection towards him. The advocate
Didymos, replied |*® that Sempronios had set things
in motion not without a reason, since Antonios
had brought forward an charge of incest with the
daughter, and did not submit |’ to the insult, so he
had used the power granted to him according to
the laws, and himself brought charges (against
Antonios). |* Prokleianos for Antonios adduced ‘if
the marriage was not cancelled, the father had
power neither over the dowry nor over the
daughter given [* away in marriage. Titianus: ‘It
shall prevail, with whom the married woman
wishes to stay. I have aknowledged. I have signed
(the judgement).” (vacat)

Ft: The original editors read vmoAoinngand
understood it as ‘when she fell ill on being
deserted’

§25. Col. v, 1l. 29-38. Dionysia’s second court precedent. 14" October 133 CE: in the case of Phlauesis
against his son in law Heron, the epistrategos Paconius Felix follows the previous decision of the prefect
Flavius Titianus, allowing the daughter to remain with her husband if she so wishes.

¢€ omop[vnpatic]pdv [ Hakwviov PrAikog
¢motpatnyov. (tovg) i Beod Adpiavod,
Dad @t 1(, €v T Tapa dve Zefevvitou, €l TV
kot Pravnaiog | Appovviog émi mapovor)
Tatixnker Ouyatpt adtod mpog “Hpwva
Hsrsnmog IGLSwpog pm:(op omep (b}\aun(nog
elmev, “TOv o0V aitippevov |* dmoomboot
BovAopevov t[n]v Buyartépa adTOD
ouvolkodoa T¢) avTidike dedukcdobor Hroybwg

From the minutes |*° of the epistrategos Paconius
Felix. In the 18th year of the divine Hadrian, on
the 17th of Phaophi, at (the court) for the upper
Sebennytos; case of Phlauesis, son of |*
Ammounis, in the presence of his daughter
Tatichekis,

Isidoros, advocate for Phlauesis, said that the

against Heron, son of Petaésis.

plaintiff wanted |** to take his daughter away,
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who was living with the defendant and recently
brought in an action against him before the
epistrategos|*> and that the case has been
adjourned by you in order that the law of the
should be

Heliodorus, advocates, replied |** that the former

Egyptians read. Severus and
prefect Titianus heard a similar case (arising)
among Egyptian individuals and that he did not
follow the inhumanity [ of the law but the
choice of the girl, whether she wished to remain
with the husband. Paconius Felix: ‘Let the law be
read’ ¢ its being read, Paconius Felix (said):
‘Read also the minutes of Titianus.” Severus the
advocate read: ‘In the 12% year of Hadrian |
Caesar the Lord, on the 8th of Pauni ... Paconius
Felix: ‘Just as his Highness Titianus has judged,
they shall inquire from the woman’ And he
ordered that she should be questioned through

an [*® interpreter as to what she wanted. On her

replying “To remain with my husband’ Paconius
Felix ordered it to be protocolled.

§26. Col. vi, 1. 39-43—-Col. vIIL, 1l. 1-2. Dionysia’s third court precedent. February-March 87 CE: case of
Didyme against her father Sabinus, before the iuridicus Umbrius, on the paternal power over their
daughters, their dowries and their belongings.

[* €€ Omopvnpatiopdv OdpPpifov] Sikarodotov.
(Btovg) ¢ Aopertiovod, Popev[wd N] Awdopn 1ig
€xdikog O avip Amolhodviog mpog Zafeivov |9
tov kol Kaowov, éx tdv pebé[vio]v- Zapamiov
pet Ao “to mpdcwma Aty [O]Tio dvra map’ olg
axpatdg éotv 1N OV v[O]pwv damotop[i]o-|*!
dropilopevog yap oot Aéyw [0]tt Aly[O]mTiol 00
povov tod agelécbon tog [Buyat)éplog o]v
£dwxav e€ovoiav, Exovotv 8¢ kol OV €& kal 18l
|2 ktriowvTat. ped Etepa- O[O]pPpi[o]g ZaPeive:
el €pBakag dmag mpoika d[ovg ) Bvy]atpl cov,

|* From the minutes of Umbrius, iuridicus. The
6th year of Domitian, Phamenoth ?th, Didyme,
whose attorney is her husband Apollonios,
against Sabinus |* alias Cassius, from the
speeches. Sarapion, after other things: “The
parties being Egyptians, amongst whom the
severity of the laws is immoderate. [*! For I
declare to you that the Egyptians have power
to deprive their daughters not only of what
they have given them, but also of whatever
they may | acquire as their own.” After other
things (said): Umbrius to Sabinus: ‘Once you
have already granted a dowry to your
daughter, give it back.” Sabinus: “This ... T |

ai|®todpon.  OdpPplog: M) evyocr'p'[:L]. ' 61]
Sofeivog: TovTE TG avdpl ovbev [mpoc]nk[el]

ovvivar.  ObpPprog:  xeipév  éott  avdpog request ... Umbrius : “To your daughter of

aeo[peicOa] || ———- |"eve[. ... Jve [+14 Jepe  course.” Sabinus: ‘Tt is not proper that she lives

L. .Inowlw[£12] o o[ ], e0daup[ ... .....]Jg[ with this man.’ Umbrius: ‘It is worse to take

30 Bwl.. 1 o. 8[eldel.. her away from her husband ... | (ca. 2 lines
N missing) |* ... * ...

§27. Col. v, 11. 2-7. Opinion of Ulpius Dioskourides, (nomikos), 14" February 138 CE. (another fragment,
in Col. IX, Il. 18-24, infra §33), on the import of the (written or unwritten) type of marriage and the giving
of the bride by her father (ekdosis) on the paternal power (exousia). For Dioskourides, cf. BGU XX 2863
(133-137 CE Arsinoites), SB XX 15147 (ca. 138 CE unknown provenance), P. Fouad 25 (144—149 CE Tebtynis),
PSIV 450 (2nd CE Oxyrhynchos) Col. I

avtiypopov
ObATTI0g

rposgav[ioeng
AlJoo[x]ov[pidng]

vop]icod. |* Copy of the opinion of a legal expert. Ulpius

v  Dioskourides, of the former agoranomoi, |* judicial
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Nyopoavounko’ twv vopkodg Zaloviot[iw
Aglpicavy Endpyxw oTOloL Kol [éml TO]V
KEKPHEVOY  TQ  Teylw[td]te  xaipelv.
Alwv]ygia |* OO Tod MaTPOG €kdobeioa
[p]og yapov év ti) Tob m[a]tpog é€ovo|ig
ov]kéTL ye'U'vetar. kal yop €l 1) prjTnp aOtig
¢ maTpl Aypaews |° cvveknoe [kloi dux
To0TO Ut Jokel €§ AYpPAPOV  YOpWV
yeyevijoOan, 16 0OmO TOD TaTPOg QLTHV
£kd000aL TPOG YAUQV OVKETL [° €€ ayplipwv
YOHWV €0Tiv. TpOg TODTO 0w YPAWELS,
teyuote[te]- kol S OITOPVNUATIOHGV
noe&[A]otan mepi tig mplot]kog 1 maig |
V1o ToD TATPOG, Kol TodTo avTh Pondeiv
Svvarar. vac. (étovg) kP Oeod Adpiavod,
Mexyeip . vac.

advisor, to his most esteemed Salvistius Africanus,
commander of the fleet and (appointed) for judicial
matters, greetings. Dionysia |[* who has been given
away in marriage by her father, is no longer under
the father’s power. Even if her mother lived with
her father in an unwritten way, |° and she seems for
this reason to be issue of an unwritten marriage,
because of her being given away in marriage by her
father, she is no longer |° from an unwritten
marriage. It is probably about this issue that you
write to me, your honour. On the basis of the
minutes of trials regarding the dowry, the girl has
been safeguarded |” against the father, and this too
can help her. (vacat) in the year of the divine
Hadrian, Mecheir 20th. (vacat)

§28. Col. v, 1l. 7-18. Edict of the prefect Valerius Eudaemon, 18th of July 142 CE, regarding debtors who
refuse payment by claiming forgery (of the debt document), false pretence or fraud.

avtiypagov  Swtdyp[a]toc.  Ovarépi|fog
Evdaipwv Emapyog AilyOmtov Aéyel kol
TopadelypaTL TG KAAAGTE XPOHEVOG YVOUT)
00 kpatictov Mapepteivo, |° kol adtog idig
TEPOPOK®OG OTL  TOAAOL TGOV  XprpoTa
ATOUTOVPEVOVY TO T dlkolx TOLEV  TOIG
amoutodol aévteg |1 e’ dvatdoel pellovwv
EVKANPATOV  avteAdg  dwakpovecBal 1)
TOPATELVELY THV &IT0d0sLY émxapoﬁm ol pév
Kocroc|“7t7u]§sw TOVG oo v pofnbévtag Tov
kivdvvov kol  dx  TobTO €T €AATTOVL
ovpProecBon poosdokdvteg, oi 8¢ {tfg} &’

ava|taoet Tng dikng damavdnoewv  Tovg
avtidikovg  oidpevol, TopayyéAAw  TAG
TolohTNg ovovpyiog amooyécbal,

amodidovtag | doa d@eilovol 1) meibovrtag
Tovg  dkaiwg amoutodvtag ¢ el TIg
Xpnpocrucﬁg Gvcréccr]g Sikng durontnOeig
Kol pn | Tcocpocvrucoc apvnodpevog o@eideLy,
00T €07y, pq JIO(pOCUTLKOC TAQOTO elvol To
yp&ppata gimodv kal ka[tn]yopricewy ypayag
el elte mAao|PTdV ypappdTtov 1§ padiovpyiog
N TePLYpaPr|G €VKaAelv Emiyelpf), 1 ovLdEvV
adt® Thg tlotJadtng TéxVnNg OpeAég EoTal,
ocvocylcoccer]csrou [8¢] |'¢ dmododva suesoog a
O@eilel, 1) mapakatabépevog te TO apydpLov
v év BePaiey o dvarafeiv o@elopu[eva] 1,
mépag TG xpnpotikhg |7 apgiofnriceng
AaPovong, TOT €av  Oappiy TOIG TAG
Katnyoplag €Aéyyolg, TOv peilova dydva
g¢[t]Joereboeton, o[0]d[¢] toOTE &OJog |
€0OHEVOG, GAAQL TOIG TETAYHEVOLG ETTLTELHOLG
gveyopevog. vac. (étovg) € 0Oeod Ailiov
Avtwvivov, Emelgp «d. vac.

Copy of an edict. Valerius |* Eudaemon, praefect of
Egypt, proclaims: Following a most excellent
example, the opinion of his highness Mamertinus,
|” and having also myself discovered that many
(debtors) when requested the dues, neglect to do
what is just with regard to their creditors, | (and
instead) threaten them (to bring) graver charges
they attempt to escape or delay the payback, some
of them |'! expecting to scare those who might fear
the danger and for this reason later will agree on a
smaller amount, others because they |'? they think
that under the threat of a trial the opponents will
renounce their claims, I proclaim (such persons)
desist from such trickery, giving back |** what they
owe or persuade their justly demanding creditors.
For if anyone, who is being sued with pecuniary
claim brought forward, does not |“ deny
immediately that he owes, that is, immediately
saying that the documents are forged and does not
write that he will bring accusations, if [ he
(rather) attempts to bring charges either of forgery
of the documents or maliciousness or fraud (later),
either there will be nothing advantageous for him
from such a device, and he will be compeled |* to
give immediately back what he owes; or he shall
deposit the money, so to secure the recovery of the
debts; when the pecuniary dispute comes |7 an
end, and then if he has confidence in the scrutiny
of (his) accusations, he shall enter upon a trial with
graver charges. And even so he shall not be
immune, |** but shall be subject to the prescribed
penalties. 5th year of the divine Aelius Antoninus,
Epeiph 24. (vacat)

16



§29. Col. v, 1l. 18-21. Dionysia’s fourth court precedent. 14™ September 151 CE: before the prefect
Munatius Felix, Flavia Helena against Flavia Marcia, regarding the independence of pecuniary claims
from accusations of other nature.

(Etovg) e Avtwvivov | Kaicapog tod
kvpiov, OwmO 15 kAnOeiong DAaviag
Mapkiog mpog  PAowiav  EAévnv kol
émaxovosong, Ae . [ . 1. . pritop ebrev-
ev T [ th€er éxxeipeba, mepl  TOD
XPNHaTKOD &ELoTpEY. MovvarTiog elev: ok
QIEYETOL T YXPMHATIKA X TOOTWV TV
EVKANpaTov- el [ 8¢ ), mhvteg épodol’v’
OTL KATNYOp®.

kol Zwpidldog  Swatdypatog.  Xépoulog
YovAmikiog Zipdig émap[yog] Atydmrov Aéyel-
Saln[**todvti pot pobeiv éx tivog dmobécewg
eTeAElTO TAG ALYUTTIOKOG YOVOIKQG KOTO
EVXOPLOV VOULIO KXTEXELY TA DIAPYOVTA TRV
| avdpdv St TOV YOUIKOV  GLVYPOPDV
EQVTAIG TE KOl TOIG TEKVOLG, TTAELOTAKLG OE €K
TQUTOL Qp@LoPnTicE®Y  YeVOopévav, [** émi
gdvvavto dyvoelv o<i> TOig YeEYOUNKOGL
ocuvalaggovteg gl To0te  [T]®  dkaiy
Katéyetoy T Omépyo[vr]a avT@Y Todg yuvougl
| Swx 10 kol £tépolg PipAlogurakiolg Tag
ouvypa@ag kataxwpilesbal, [k]exelevkévor
Mé[t]tiov Podgov to[v] yevopevov emy . . v |*
Emapyov Ta Avtiypaga TdV cLVYPAPOV TAIG
OV avdpiv VmoaThoeql mapatifegdor kol
todto Satéfylpatt mpoaTeTayévar Qb Kai 7
avtiypogpov  OmETaEo,  QOVEPOV  TOLDOV
KatokoAovBeiv Toig Ud Mettiov w]pLafe[i]ot
vac. (¢Tovg) 1y, ABvp 1p. vac.

Méprog Métti[*og Podgpog émapyog AtlydmTov
Aéyer Khaodrog Apetog 6 tod Ofvpuyyeitov
otpatnyog [¢]dnAwcév pot prite T i[Si]wTika
p[rte T Snpodoia ¥ mphypata trv kabrkovoay
AapBavewy Sloiknov S T0 €k TQAAGDY XPOVWV
pr) kol Ov €deL TpOTOV YKOoVOpTcBat T €V Tf) TGOV
evPPxtroewv BiAodnkn dwf[o]tpodpara, kaitot
TOANGKLG KPLOEV DITO TAOV TTPO EHoD EMAPYWV THG
deotong abTa TUXELV EmavopBdPloewg: dmep 0D
KOAGG €vOéxetal el prp &vwbev  yévol<v>To
ATOYpopayf. KeAedw OUV TAVTAG TOVG KTHTOPAG
EvTog pnvedv €€ dmoypd|**YacBal trv idiav
KTRoW €ig TNV TV évktioewv PipAodnknv kol
TOUG SaVeloTAG GG v EYwat DioBnKag kol TOLG
alovg [ boa éav Exwor Sikoua, trv O¢

15th year of Antoninus |* Caesar the lord, Thoth
16th. When Flavia Marcia was summoned to defend
herself against Flavia Helena and yielded (to
summons), her advocate Le . . .
been posted in the list (of accused persons), (yet) we
have pecuniary claims.’
pecuniary claims are not hindered by these
accusations,. Otherwise |*' everyone will say, “I
accuse”.’

said: |** “‘We have

Munatius said: ‘The

§30. Col. v, 1l. 21-27. Edict of the prefect Sulpicius Similis, 109 CE, regarding the registration of marriage
syngraphai and the ensuing holds (katochai) in the property record offices.

And (a copy) of an edict of Similis. Servius
Sulpicius Similis, prefect of Egypt, proclaims:
When I |?* wished to know on what grounds it
was established that Egyptian wives according to
the tradition of the land have a lien (katoché)
upon their [* husbands’ property through their
written marriage agreements (syngraphai) both
for themselves and for their children, since
disputes were often arising from this, |* because
those who contract with married people could
ignore if due to such right their property is under
hold (katoché) for their wives, |* due to the
written (marriage) agreements being registered
at other record-offices, Mettius Rufus, the former
... |* prefect, ordered copies of the written
agreements (syngraphai) be attached to the
property-statements of the husbands, and
established this through an edict, a |’ copy of
which I have appended to make clear that I am
following what Mettius Rufus had ordered. 13th,
Hathyr 12th. (vacat)

§31. Col. v, 1l. 27-43. Edict of the prefect Mettius Rufus, 1 October 89 CE, on the correct functioning of
the property record offices

|*” Marcus Mettius |*® Rufus, praefect of Egypt,
proclaims. Claudius Areios, strategos of the
Oxrhynchite nome, has made me aware that
both private and public ¥ affairs are not
fittingly managed because for a long time the
|** abstracts (diastrémata) of the property
record-office have not been properly kept, in
spite of the fact that my predecessors have on
many occasions ordered that these should
receive the due |*' revisions. This cannot be
done adequately unless new returns are
produced afresh. Therefore, I command all
owners to register within six months [** their
property at the property record-office, and all
lenders whatever hypothecs they may hold,

17



amoypaenv moleicbwoav  dnAodvteg mOOev
EKOOTOG TGOV LIapXOvTwv kataféfnkev eig
abvtovg |* 1 ktioelg. mapatldétwoay 8¢ kol ol
yuvolikeg Toig DITooTéoest TdV Avdpdv olg Katd
VO ETLYOPLOV VOpOV Kparteitan Ta bdp|*xovta,
Opolmg 8¢ Kol T TEKVA TAUG TOV YOVEWV OLG T) HEV
xpnoeig Six dSnpocinwy TeTpnTOL XPNHATIGHOV, 1)
d¢  ktAfPolg petax  Bdvatov  Toig  TEKVOLG
KeKpATNTAL, va ol cLVaAAGooOVTEG Hf) KAT
ayvolav évedpevovtal. TapayyEd Nw 8¢ kal Toig
ovvalhaTypotoypdepolg kol Toig pvipoot pndev
diya  émotaApatog  Tod  PifAtoguAaki[ov
Tedeldoal, yvobolv og ovk d@elog TO] ToLoDTO
ara kol | adTol (g Tapd TA TPOCTETAYHEVL
motoovteg diknv LITOHEVODSL TV TPOCT)KQUGAV.
gav & elolv év tf) PipAodnkn tdV EndFve
XPOVwV dmoypoal, HeTd mAONG akpelPeiog
eulaccécbwoav,  Opoiwg  d¢ kol  TX
dwotpopata, v el Tig yévorto {ntnoig eig |
bDoTepov mepl TOV P SeOVTWOG ATOYPAYOPEVOVY
¢€ txetvov Eheyx0daL [{lva & [o]0v Bleplaio te
kol eig amav dwopévny TV doo | tpopdtev 1
XPNOELS TPOG TO Ur) TEALY aroypogtig dendijvad,
mopoyyEAAw 101G B[L]PAlo@OAaEL S TevTaeTiog
gmavaveodoBo |42 et dactpopata
HETOPEPOUEVNG €l TO KOLVOTTOLODHEVO  THG
TeAeLTALOG EKACTOV OVOHATOG DTTOGTACEWG KOLTO
KOuNV kal ko ¥t eldog. (Frovg) O Aopertioavo[o],
...  {nvog Aopittiovod 8. vac.

and all others [** whatever rights they may
have. And they shall make the return declaring
the sources from which each of the assets
devolved [** to them. Wives also shall add an
annotation to the property records of their
husbands, if by virtue of some law of the land
they have a hold over the [* property; and
children, likewise, to those of their parents, if,
by virtue of public instruments, these retain the
enjoyment, but the ownership [** after their
death is reserved for the children - so that
those who enter into agreements (with them)
may not be defrauded by their (own) ignorance.
I also command all [’ notaries and registrars
[not to execute] (any deeds) without an
authorisation (epistalma) from the record
office, [knowing that] this [would have no
effect] and |* that they themselves will suffer
the due penalty for acting against what has
been decreed. If in the record office there are
returns [* from an earlier date let them be
preserved with the utmost care, and likewise
the abstracts, in order that, if any inquiry is
made | hereafter concerning returns not
properly presented, they can be checked
against those. Therefore, in order that the use
of the abstracts may become secure and
permanent, |*! so that another return is not
necessary, I command the keepers of the record
offices to update every five years |* the
abstracts and to transfer to the new ones the
last property record for each name, arranged
under villages and [® types. 9th year of
Domitian, month of Domitianus 4th.

§32. Col. v, L 43 - Col. 1, 1. 1-18. Dionysia’s fifth court precedent. 11" November 133 CE: A case
adjudicated by Petronius Mamertinus, prefect of Egypt, probably regarding holds (katochai) arising for
wife and children from registered marriage contracts (syngraphai).

| From the minutes of Petronius
Mamertinus. 18th year of Hadrian, Hathyr
15th. || (ca. 4 missing lines) |! ... |* ... the
child in his presence ... |* and this
grandfather ... |*... we learn that otherwise
he (she?) ... we ... |° the damages of all ...
regarding him, we require for the minor ...
| of the prefects in similar cases and a
royal response to Petronius ... |7 the
rightful most recently, which you
bequested to your son on the occasion of
his marriage ... [* Claudius Dionysios
responded through Aelius Iustus ... |” to
become successor of the father. For a
necessity ... |' ... he anticipated that ...
called ... |" nothing existing, I accepted
written agreements ... may ... he |*? said, ‘It

¢€  Omopvnpatiop®dv  Iletpoviov Moapepteivov.
(Etovg) tn Adpiu(avoD), ABVp te. || ————— |' [£19-20]vng
[£?] |* movpévn TuvBov[Oped] o aAAwg oot v v [+3]
Nueig o . [#?] [ névtev [CInpiog kot afot]ov
deopeba 1) apridikt & kol v [£?] |° émbipywy €@
opoiwv kol amokpya Pacthkov Ietpovig [+?] |
VEOTATH TOV SiKalOV & TPOCTVEYKAS TG LI GOV
yopoov[tt  +?] [ Khaddiog Awoviciog St Aihiov
Tovotov amekplivlaro [ .. .].w[£?] | diddoyov T0D
natpog yevéaBat. Eig 8¢ avayknv avBpw([mivyy +?] |0
[..].. . exwhog mtpolapPdvav 6Tt Aeyopévng th[g] .
[£?] | o0dev Umdpyov DéoTnV cLVYPAPXS . . . . . L.
Jpov 8ovatat +? el]|mev - “émel mpog gup[épo]v,
KOple, éav 80&n [oor . Jp | atw 0.[+? Iletpwviog
Ma]|Bpepteivog oKeEYAPEVOG ¢kélevoev
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avayvw[oBljvon T S [+?00(?)]|* Twg Exovoo shall be fitting, my Lord, if you please ...

[Tetpodviog Mapepteivog | [ . 1.0V avBpwmn[+?] |® ... Petronius Ma|®mertinus having
avadodvay 1) boBeoig kpivetoaw oA . [......]. examined (the case) ordered that the ... be
Gxal kp[£?] | én’ Eppoy[ . . . . . Je€[ +3-4]Ja read ... | ... being so, Petronius
ouvypaen y[&]u[o]v kai [ £ 7]ta Ond[pxovta  +?] |7 Mamertinus ... |'* to have submitted, the
tov Khatddwov Awovocwov g, eyx[L]. . [.]1....... B case is being judged ... and ... |'° ... the

vn[ap]yovt, [£?] |** Tov Khabdov Awoviolov p g . written marriage agreement and ... the
eyxL1. .01 .. B. Omlap]yovt [£7] belongings ... |7 Claudius Dionysios ...

belongings ... |'® ... in the writings ...

§33. Col. 1, 1. 18-24. Opinion of Ulpius Dioskourides, legal expert (nomikos), 14" February 138 CE.
(extracted, despite the year discrepancy, from the same as Col. VIIL, 1I. 2-7, supra §27, and concerning the
same case), on a hold (katoché) arising from a marriage agreement (syngraphe gamou) according to the
traditions of the Egyptians (ta ton Aigyptién nomima).

[avTiypoov Tpoc@wvrcewg voptkod (?) ObAmiog [Copy of an opinion of a legal expert. (?)
Awocxkovpidng  tdv  nyo]|¥  pavounkodtwv Ulpius Dioskourides, of the former]|"”
SalovioTiey AQpikav® émdpyw otOAov kol €[l agoranomoi, to the most esteemed Salvistius
TOV KEKPHEVOV TH TEYWOTATY Yaipewy  +? ] [*°  Africanus, commander of the fleet and

@ 1@V Alyuntiov voppa . Atovociag X . ¢ [(appointed) for judicial matters, greetings ...]
ot [ £? ] ovvypaefigyapov . .[..].... [|* norms of the Egyptians. As Dionysia ... |*!
covta Tou[ | ] . exwv OO TP LiQ[D  +? ] [*? ydpov of the written marriage agreement ... by the
Céovunl. ... ] . woutig éoo[plévngal. .. .. .. son ... [* of the marriage ... unless ... of the
d..... [ £2 115, . .. [..Inoa[. In[...]lv future...|”®...itis of him who enters marriage
yopoovtog éotwv [ ] .. eovtod y[ +? ] |* i ... |* or even ... they have a hold. (vacat) 2nd
poAov kol [ ... ka]téxovol vac. (Etel) P Oe[o]D  (corr: 22nd) year of the deified Hadrian,
[A]SpLavod Me[xeip +? ] Mecheir ...

§34. Col. IX, 1l. 24-30. Dionysia’s sixth court precedent, probably regarding a family hold (katoché), dated
after 162 CE (cf. the reference to Syriacus, prefect between Feb. 162 and Aug. 163)

[ 2 11%n [ .]Jwv ABdp y petad kAnpovopou ag[ . .. ... |* ... Hathyr 3rd. Between an heir
Jev .av ago [ £? ] [ ev wopog Onuoc . ém T of ... |* ... since these copies were
avtiypoga, [a]ota a[veylvdodny | [ +? ] [ [Av]vip read...|* to Annius Syriacus the most
Zlvpokd td kpatiote nyepove . d'n [ +? ][® illustrious governor ... | ... you

Ofvai ool ) . el bdpyovra mtpooédnkag... Sikaiwg [ +? ] added the belongings ... lawfully ... |%
| adtig elvon éav T adtig éoopévng €€ dAANG yevedg to be hers, if her being from another
L 2?2 1Por. mpon. [ 18ev[. Jra. .. ... vty pev o lineage ... ... of the same and ...
afotig] ki trve, [ ? ]

§35. Col. IX, 1I. 30-41. Dionysia’s seventh court precedent, before a prefect, assisted by his consilium and
aided by a written legal expert opinion, from the time of Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius or
Commmodus, probably illustrating the principle nemo potest venire contra factum proprium.

[£? &roug X Av]P’! twvivov Emelg ke éav tao | | . . . | X year of An[*'toninus, Epeiph 25th. if ...
Envel. . InyevécOou [ =2 ]2n..... .. gw y[.....].ota  to have come into being ... [** ... of the
koi [.]. .1 amopiag éx [tod] yapov vy, . [ £? ][** lack of means, from the marriage ...|* the
omapyovta T . val oA pndeé mavto dobévta  belongings ... but not all given later ... if
pletaylevéotepov [ +? oupPo?-] |** howov ein, kOptov  there is |* a deed, it is effective. I bid you
goTwv. eppidod(on) edyop(on) Tmyep[d]v kOpie vac. farewell, my Lord governor [vacat] ... in
[ +? oxeyapevog peta] [*° t@v év @ ovpPouvrie [ ] consultation with [** those in the
L. .].xo [ +? ] ] traces |7 xai vopukoig aknkoag consilium ... |* ... |*” and you have heard
ka[ *12 Jv [ ] pva . . [ *? Ouya-]’® tpdfv the legal experts ... that the |*
meprypdpor ovdéva [ +12 ] wov [ £? ][’ va. g granddaughter deceives no one ... |* for
the mother ... |** and her also and only ...
true and ... |*!
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yap pnelplogxar [ 12 ], v . [ ? ][ taxal

aotnyv xoBo kol pov[ 11 &JAnOwvn kai [ £? ] |m
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